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mill of Paulken, where the miller offered us tea, observing
that his first love was God and the Emperor, the next
strangers; for he had travelled in Eussia, and knew the
value of hospitality. The descent of this river is quite
unique, for the water-traveller must quit his canoe at every
one of the hundred mill-races. There are upwards of two
hundred of these mill-dams between Ekaterinburg and
Kamensk. At every one of these, one's goods, chattels, and
self must go out and in, and his canoe be shoved over the
rough roots, sticks, and blocks (often held together by
large blocks of stones), and dropped some eight or
fifteen feet as the case may be. No ordinary traveller
can execute this journey without great loss of time and
patience. For us the authorities were so active that at
each stoppage a multitude was waiting to get us through.
The rab-officer put every ' starosta' in play, and our descent
was a regular press. ' Stupai, pikarea, poshol!' and on we
went (at what cost it matters not in this land), carrying
with us the inmates of one village till we reached the next.
No one who has not descended this Siberian river would
believe how much comfort and industry appear on its banks,
No mill, numerous as they were, was -without six or more
little carts before it. A dense population lives all along
the Issetz. Good white large churches rise up here and
there, and everywhere the cottages are nice and clean."

More adventurous was the descent of one of the streams on
the other or western slope of the Ural. Von Keyserling and
De Yerneuil had been making independent observations, and
the party re-united at a mining station on the Serebrianska,
a small stream flowing into the Tchussovaya, which descends
into the great Permian lowlands. " The descent of the Sere-d histling                  Xe north, which seemed
